Gram negative aerobic bacillus pneumonia in oral and maxillofacial surgery--a case for comment.
A case illustrating the potentially fatal complication of endogenous Gram Negative Aerobic Bacillus (GNAB) septicaemia secondary to nosocomial pneumonia is presented along with current theories as to its aetiology. The technique of selective decontamination of the digestive tract is designed and advocated to prevent such occurrences; oral and maxillofacial surgeons should be aware of this approach. It may be, however, that by using much simpler manoeuvres such as changes in policy regarding gastric stress ulcer prophylaxis, the already small risk of such an occurrence will be further reduced. Awareness of this condition will allow a higher index of suspicion when presented with catastrophic septic complications on the ITU and aid in more rational planning of antimicrobial therapy.